
 
 

Fact Sheet: Ohio 
 

Key Facts: 
• The RECLAIM Ohio program reallocates funds 

from juvenile correctional facilities to counties 
as a financial incentive to develop community-
based alternatives to incarceration.1 In 2006, 
the average daily population of committed 
youth was 1,730, a significant reduction from 
1993’s average daily population of 2,121. 

• In order to be institutionalized, a youth must 
have committed an offense while he or she 
was over 10 years of age.2 

• In 2006, 9,090 youths in Ohio were 
adjudicated, but only 1,496 (16.5%) were 
committed to a state-operated facility.3 

• In 2006, 43.9% of the youth adjudicated were 
black, but 53.6% of these black youths were 
committed to a facility.  Conversely, 52.5% 
were white, but only 40.3% of white youths 
were committed.4 

• Over one-third of offenses resulting in 
commitment of youth were property offenses.5 

• In 2006, 86.2% of adjudicated delinquents 
were males, and 13.8% were females.  Of 
these youths, 92.7% of those committed were 
male whereas 7.3% were female.6 

Major Developments: 
• In May of 2007, the United States Department 

of Justice issued a letter of findings in their 
Civil Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act 
(CRIPA) investigation of the Scioto Juvenile 
Correctional Facility in Delaware, Ohio.  Listed 
problems include but are not limited to 
inappropriate use of physical force, inadequate 
grievance reporting procedures, and deficient 
health care services (mental, physical, and 
dental).7 

• Ohio has 12 community correctional facilities, 
each with its own specialized programming 
services, including but not limited to Sex 
Offenders, Communication Skills, and Anger 
Management.8 

What Ohio Law Says: 
• The Ohio Rules of Juvenile Procedure 

explicitly state that, “In all appropriate cases 
formal court action should be avoided and 
other community resources utilized to 
ameliorate situations brought to the attention 
of the court”.9 

• The extended age of delinquency jurisdiction 
is 20. 10 

• Pre-trial detention in adult jails is permitted for 
youths of any age.  The child must be “beyond 
the range of touch of all adult detainees” and 
be supervised at all times.11 

• The youngest age at which a youth can be 
prosecuted as an adult is 14.12 

• Judges are free to issue the sentence they see 
fit to the offense.13 

• Youths can be held one of the state’s 41 
juvenile detention facilities for a maximum of 
90 days before and after adjudication and as a 
disposition.14  

• A youth as young as 10 years of age may 
receive a blended sentence for murder and 
certain other felonies;15 and 

• The youngest age at which a youth can be 
sentenced to life without parole is 14.16 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
State Resources: 
 

Department of Youth Services 
Thomas Stickrath, Director 
51 N. High St. 
Columbus, OH 43266-0582 
Tel: (614)644-5177; Fax: (614)752-9078 
Email: thomas.stickrath@dys.state.oh.us 
Support Staff: 
Brenda Cronin, Executive Assistant to the Director 
Tel: (614) 728-9319 
http://www.dys.ohio.gov 
 
Juvenile Justice Coalition 
Sharon Weitzenhof 
PO Box 477 
Bath, OH 44210-0477  
Phone: 330-666-8596 
Fax: 330-666-8596 
Email: sweitzenho@aol.com 
http://www.juvenilecoalition.org/ 
 
Voices for Ohio’s Children 
Amy Swanson 
4019 Prospect Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44103 
Phone: 216-881-7860 
Email: aswanson@vfc-oh.org 
http://www.vfc-oh.org/  
 
Yvonne Hunnicutt  
Voices of Ohio’s Children  
Juvenile Justice Initiative 
4019 Prospect Avenue  
Cleveland, OH 44103 
Phone: 216-881-7860 
Email: yhunnicutt@vfc-oh.org 
 

Ohio Department of Corrections 
1050 Freeway Drive North 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
(614) 752-1159 
 

State Juvenile Justice Specialist 
Ms. Kristi Mason  
Department of Youth Services 
Phone: 614-644-7738 
Email: kristi.mason@dys.state.oh.us 
http://www.dys.ohio.gov/dysweb/default.aspx  
S

“To provide for the care, protection, and mental and 
physical development of children… whenever 
possible, in a family environment, separating the 
child from the child’s parents only when necessary 
for the child’s welfare or in the interests of public 
safety.” 

--Purpose Clause for Delinquency Proceedings, State of Ohio 

tate Advisory Group Chair 

andcatholiccharities.org 

repared by the Campaign for Youth Justice 

Mr. J. Thomas Mullen  
Catholic Charities HHS 
Phone: 216.334.2903 
Email: jtmullen@clevel
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