
June 30, 2010 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid    The Honorable Mitch McConnell  
Majority Leader     Republican Leader  
U.S. Senate      U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C.  20510    Washington, D.C.  20510  
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi    The Honorable John Boehner  
Speaker of the House     Republican Leader  
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C.  20515    Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Majority Leader Reid, Republican Leader McConnell, Speaker Pelosi and Republican 
Leader Boehner:  
 
As professors who teach, research, advocate and write about youth and issues which affect 
them, we are writing to express our strong support for reauthorizing the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) in the 111th Congress.  
 
We understand that this legislation has been passed out of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
twice, and is now awaiting a full Senate vote.  We urge the Senate to take up and pass these 
urgently needed reforms this summer.  We also understand that Chairman George Miller has 
not yet moved a bill through his House Education and Labor Committee, so we would urge 
progress in that Committee on this important legislation in the near term as well.   
 
The JJDPA has been protecting youth across the nation for over 35 years.  Established in 
1974 and most recently authorized in 2002 with bipartisan support, the JJDPA is based on a 
broad consensus that children, youth and families involved with the juvenile and criminal 
justice system should be protected by federal standards.  This important legislation also 
supports effective prevention programs and other ways to ensure that communities are kept 
safe, including reducing the recidivism rate of youthful offenders.   
 
In addition, the JJDPA provides support for the Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP) at the Department of Justice, which provides training and technical 
assistance, develops model programs, and supports research and evaluation.  This legislation 
also supports a nationwide juvenile justice planning and advisory system and improvements 
in state and local juvenile justice programs and practices. 
 
Since the last in-depth revision of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act in 
1992, researchers and policymakers have learned a tremendous amount about what works to 
prevent and reduce juvenile delinquency.  From the growing body of research on child and 
youth development, the development of the adolescent brain, and effective programs and 
practices, we now know much more about what works in turning these young lives around.  
Additionally, policymakers have increasingly recognized the importance of evaluating 
programs in order to enhance their effectiveness and foster replication.  



However, our nation continues to face significant challenges in the juvenile justice arena.   
These include ongoing racial disparities in the treatment of youth in the justice system; the 
over-reliance on detention and incarceration as a response to juvenile crime; the continued 
detention of status offenders, such as truants and runaways, despite federal prohibitions; and 
the increased placement of children at risk of abuse, sexual assault and suicide in adult jails 
despite the JJDPA’s original intention to keep them out of adult facilities.   
 
After 18 years, it is clearly time to implement a comprehensive reauthorization of the JJDPA.  
We strongly support this legislation and the reinvigoration of the Office of Juvenile Justice & 
Delinquency Prevention at the Justice Department.  We are confident that implementing 
these best practices and latest research results will benefit both the children and youth who 
are at risk of entering the juvenile court system, and those who have already entered the 
system.  We also believe it will help make our communities safer and healthier. We urge 
Congress to make this legislation a priority in the next few months.  Our youth deserve 
nothing less.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Douglas E. Abrams 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of Missouri 
 
Cassandra Adams 
Director, Community Mediation Center 
Samford University,  
Cumberland School of Law 
 
Catherine Arcabascio  
Assoc. Dean, International Programs 
& Professor of Law  
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center       
 
Timothy Arcaro 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center         
 
Deborah Smith Arthur 
Assistant Professor 
University Studies Interdisciplinary 
Program  
Portland State University 
 
 
 
 

Robert Bartels 
Professor of Law 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law 
Arizona State University 
 
Jeffrey Bauman 
Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Heather Baxter 
Assistant Professor of Law  
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center       
 
Mary Berkheiser 
Professor of Law 
William S. Boyd School of Law 
University of Nevada- Las Vegas 
 
Tamar Birckhead 
Assistant Professor 
University of North Carolina – 
Chapel Hill 
School of Law 
 
Hon. Dennis Braithwaite  
Visiting Professor 
Rutgers School of Law -Camden   
 



Preston A. Britner    
Associate Professor of Human 
Development & Family Studies    
University of Connecticut 
 
Barbara Britzke 
Critical Skills Instructor 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Stanley L. Brodsky, Ph.D. 
Professor  
Department of Psychology 
University of Alabama 
 
Ronald Benton Brown  
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center       
 
Gale Burford, MSW, Ph.D. 
Professor of Social Work 
Director, Child Welfare Training 
Partnership  
University of Vermont 
 
Marilyn Blumberg Cane 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center          
 
John Carroll 
Dean 
Samford University,  
Cumberland School of Law 
 
Kathy Cerminara 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center       
 
Violeta R. Chapin 
Associate Clinical Professor of Law 
University of Colorado Law School 
 
 
 
 

Anthony P. Chase 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center  
 
Roger S. Clark 
Board of Governors Professor 
Rutgers School of Law –Camden 
 
David R. Cleveland 
Associate Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center       
 
Sherman L. Cohn 
Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
David Cole 
Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Phyllis G. Coleman 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Leslie Larkin Cooney 
Associate Dean & Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Debra Moss Curtis 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Michael J. Dale 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law  
Center 
 
Michele Deitch, Senior Lecturer in 
Public Policy 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public 
Affairs  
The University of Texas at Austin 
 



J. Herbie DiFonzo 
Director, Family Law LLM Program 
Hofstra Law School 
 
Rebecca Ballard DiLoreto 
Adjunct Professor of Law 
University of Kentucky College of Law 
Adjunct Professor of Law 
Northern Kentucky University 
Salomon P. Chase College of Law 
 
Nancy Dowd 
David H. Levin Chair in Family Law 
Director, Center on Children and 
Families 
University of Florida  
Levin College of Law 
 
Peter Edelman 
Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Jeffrey Fagan 
Professor of Law and Public Health 
Columbia University 
 
Barbara Fedders 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
University of North Carolina  
School of Law 
 
Constance Flanagan 
Professor of Youth Civic Development 
Penn State University 
 
Daniel J. Flannery, Ph.D. 
Professor of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences 
Director, Institute for the Study & 
Prevention of Violence 
Kent State University 
 
Sarah Forman 
Clinical Professor, Criminal Justice 
Clinic 
Washington University School of Law 
 
 

Ann E. Freedman 
Associate Professor 
Rutgers School of Law –Camden 
 
Jill Friedman 
Dir. of Pro Bono & Public Interest 
Programs 
Rutgers School of Law –Camden 
 
Carole Garrison 
Professor 
Department of Criminal Justice and 
Police Studies 
Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Eleanore W. Garton 
Senior Researcher and Lecturer 
The Heller School for Social Policy and 
Management  
Brandeis University 
 
Michelle D. Gerken 
Associate Professor 
Department of Recreation and Park 
Administration 
Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Angela Gilmore 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Sandra Graham 
Professor 
UCLA Graduate School of Education & 
Information Studies 
 
Sally Terry Green 
Associate Professor 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
 
Joseph D. Harbaugh 
Dean Emeritus & Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
 
 



Linda F. Harrison 
Associate Dean & Associate Professor 
of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center  
 
Bernadette Hartfield 
Associate Professor 
Georgia State University College of Law 
 
Kristin Henning 
Co-Director, Juvenile Justice Clinic & 
Professor of Law  
Georgetown University Law Center  
 
Joseph Hnylka 
Assistant Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law  
Center 
 
Joan H. Hollinger 
Professor, Lecturer-in-Law 
School of Law 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
Jennifer J. Holme 
Assistant Professor 
University of Texas at Austin 
 
Daniel Ho-Sang 
Assistant Professor of Ethnic Studies 
and Political Science 
University of Oregon 
 
Morris Jenkins 
Professor 
Department of Criminal Justice 
University of Toledo 
 
Shani M. King 
Co-Director, Center on Children & 
Families, & Associate Professor of Law 
University of Florida 
Levin College of Law 
 
 
 
 

Mark Konty, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Bill Koski 
Professor of Law 
Stanford Law School  
 
Barry Krisberg 
Distinguished Senior Fellow & 
Lecturer in Residence 
University California, Berkeley 
School of Law 
 
Ishaq Kundawala 
Assistant Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Charles R. Lawrence III 
Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center  
 
Nekima Levy-Pounds 
Associate Professor of Law 
University of St. Thomas School of Law 
 
Elizabeth Letourneau 
Associate Professor 
Medical University of South Carolina 
 
Theo Liebmann 
Clinical Professor 
Director of Clinical Programs 
Hofstra Law School 
 
Rolf Loeber, Ph.D. 
Distinguished University Professor of 
Psychiatry, and Professor of  
Psychology and Epidemiology 
University of Pittsburgh 
 
John C. Lore III 
Associate Clinical Professor of Law 
Rutgers School of Law –Camden 
 
 



Christopher A. Mallett 
Associate Professor 
School of Social Work 
Cleveland State University 
 
Professor Ellen Marrus 
George Butler Research Professor 
Co-Director, Center for Children, Law & 
Policy 
University of Houston Law Center 
 
Michael R. Masinter  
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
David May 
Professor and Kentucky Center for 
School Safety Research Fellow 
Department of Criminal Justice and 
Police Studies 
Eastern Kentucky University 
 
James C. May 
Professor of Law and Director,  
South Royalton Legal Clinic 
Vermont Law School   
 
Naomi Jewel Mezey 
Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Elliott S. Milstein 
Professor of Law 
American University 
Washington College of Law 
 
Kevin I. Minor 
Professor 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Joel A. Mintz 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
 

Wallace J. Mlyniec 
Lupo-Ricci Professor of Law 
Director, Juvenile Justice Clinic 
Georgetown Law Center 
 
Perry L. Moriearty 
Associate Professor of Clinical Law  
University of Minnesota Law School 
 
Christopher M. Northrop 
Associate Clinical Professor 
University of Maine School of Law 
 
Aliza Organick 
Professor of Law 
Washburn University School of Law 
 
Maureen Pacheco 
Clinic Director, Assoc. Professor 
Center for Juvenile Law and Policy 
Loyola Law School 
 
Elizabeth Patterson 
Associate Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center  
 
Michael Pinard 
Professor of Law 
University of Maryland School of Law 
 
Erik Pitchal 
Assistant Clinical Professor of Law 
Suffolk University Law School 
 
Patricia Propheter 
Critical Skills Instructor 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Megan Purcell 
Associate Professor of Early Childhood 
Special Education 
Eastern Kentucky University 
 
Mae C. Quinn 
Professor of Law and Co-Director,  
Civil Justice Clinic 
Washington University School of Law 



 
Rodney Rawls 
Critical Skills Instructor 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Richard Redding, J.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Dean and Professor of Law 
Chapman University School of Law 
 
N. Dickon Reppucci 
Professor of Psychology 
University of Virginia 
 
Gail Levin Richmond 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Michael L. Richmond 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Eric Rise 
Associate Professor of Sociology and 
Criminal Justice  
University of Delaware 
 
Howard I. Rosenberg 
Professor of Law 
University of Denver  
Sturm College of Law 
 
Jim Ryan 
Professor of Law 
University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Joseph P Ryan 
Associate Professor and Faculty Fellow 
School of Social Work 
Children and Family Research Center 
University of Illinois at Urbana - 
Champaign 
 
 
 
 

Susan M. Ryan, Ph.D. 
Executive Director and Professor 
Center on Disability and Community 
Inclusion 
University of Vermont  
 
Emily J. Salisbury, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Criminology & Criminal Justice 
Portland State University 
 
Randall T. Salekin 
Director, Disruptive Behavior Clinic 
Associate Professor of Psychology  
The University of Alabama 
 
Mary R. Sawyer, Ph.D. 
Professor of Religious Studies 
Department of Philosophy and  
Religious Studies 
Iowa State University 
 
Andrew Schepard 
Director, Center for Children, Families 
and the Law 
Hofstra Law School 
 
Jodi L. Short 
Associate Professor of Law 
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Florence Shu-Acquaye 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
John Sloan 
Chair, Department of Criminal Justice 
University of Alabama - Birmingham 
 
Brenda V. Smith 
Professor 
American University  
Washington College of Law 
 
 
 
 



Charlene Smith 
Professor of Law 
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Larry Steinberg 
Distinguished University Professor & 
Laura H. Carnell Professor of 
Psychology 
Temple University 
 
Joshua Tepfer 
Visiting Assistant Clinical Professor 
Northwestern University School of Law 
 
Linda A. Teplin, Ph.D. 
Professor of Psychiatry 
Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences  
Feinberg School of Medicine 
Northwestern University 
 
Fran L. Tetunic 
Director of Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Clinic & Professor of Law  
Nova Southeastern University Law 
Center 
 
Joseph Tulman 
Professor of Law 
University of the District of Columbia 
 
Dr. Angela Valenzuela 
Professor, Director of the TCEP & 
Associate Vice President for  
School Partnerships 
University of Texas at Austin 
 
Alexander T. Vazsonyi, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Human 
Development and Family Studies  
Auburn University 
 
Francisco A. Villarruel 
University Outreach and Engagement 
Senior Fellow & Professor 
Michigan State University 
 

Adrienne E. Volenik 
Clinical Professor of Law 
Director, Disability Law Clinic 
Acting Director, National Center for 
Family Law  
School of Law 
University of Richmond 
 
Michael Wald 
Jackson Eli Professor of Law Emeritus  
Stanford Law School 
 
Randee J. Waldman 
Clinical Instructor and Director,  
Barton Juvenile Defender Clinic 
Emory University School of Law 
 
Heathcote W. Wales 
Associate Professor of Law  
Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Mary C. Waters 
M.E. Zuckerman Professor of Sociology 
Sociology Department 
Harvard University 
 
Jennifer Woolard 
Associate Professor of Psychology 
Georgetown University 
 
Marjorie S. Zatz 
Professor of Justice & Social Inquiry 
Arizona State University 
 
Luis H. Zayas 
Shanti K. Khinduka Distinguished 
Professor 
Director, Center for Latino Family 
Research 
The Brown School of Social Work 
 and Public Health 
Professor of Psychiatry, School of 
Medicine 
Washington University in St. Louis 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Cc:   The Honorable Patrick Leahy, Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
 The Honorable Jeff Sessions, Ranking Republican, Senate Judiciary Committee 
 The Honorable George Miller, Chairman, House Education & Labor Committee  
 The Honorable John Kline, Ranking Republican, House Education & Labor 
 Committee  
  
 
 


