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December 16, 2009 

 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
433 Russell Senate Office Building 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Leahy: 
 
On behalf of the more than 5,000 police chiefs, sheriffs, attorneys general, prosecutors, and 
victims of violence who are members of FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS we are pleased to 
support the ÒJuvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Reauthorization Act of 2009Ó 
(S. 678).  As the Judiciary Committee considers S. 678, we urge you to reject the Coburn 
Amendment (#C-72) that would eliminate the incentive grants program that would fund 
critical, recidivism-reducing interventions for troubled youth. 
  
The incentive grants program in S. 678 can fund a wide variety of state and local efforts that 
prevent and reduce juvenile crime.  Several evidence-based approaches have been shown by 
research to maximize crime reduction, including Multisystemic Therapy (MST), Functional 
Family Therapy (FFT), and Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care (MFTC).  These 
interventions work individually with kids to change their behavior, with parents to equip them to 
better manage their childrenÕs behavior, and with communities to steer kids away from 
delinquent behavior and back into classrooms..  
 
Research proves these interventions work and result in cost savings.  For example, studies have 
shown juvenile offenders who had not received MST were 62 percent more likely to be arrested 
for an offense, and more than twice as likely to be arrested for a violent offense. MTFC has been 
shown to cut the average number of repeat arrests for seriously delinquent juveniles in half, 
saving an average of over $89,000 for every juvenile treated.  Similarly, youths who participated 
in FFT were half as likely to be re-arrested as those whose families did not receive the family 
therapy, saving an average of $50,000 per youth treated. 
 
To maximize its crime reduction impact, reauthorization legislation must ensure that far more of 
the limited federal, state, and local resources are directed toward evidence-based programs and 
promising programs that are being rigorously evaluated.  The new Òincentive grantsÓ program 
would take a major step forward in that direction by supporting evidence-based or promising 
programs. 
 
On behalf of law enforcement leaders who have seen too many kids grow up to become 
criminals, we hope you will work with us to strengthen these life-saving and money-saving 
investments that will help support families around the nation and make our communities safer. 
 
Sincerely, 

   
David S. Kass 
President 

Miriam A. Rollin 
Chief Operating Officer 

Nick Alexander 
Federal Policy Director 
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